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FUNERAL   SERMON. 


1.  Tkes.    iv,    i8.     PFherefortf      eomfart   sue    another  with 
theje  wtrdso. 


THE  words  ta  which  the  Apoftle  refers  in  this  paf- 
fare  are  ihefc  which,  are  recorded  in  the  five 
prcceeding  verfes*  They  are  words  with  which  he  com- 
forted them,  with  which  he  would  have  them  comfort 
one  another,  and  with  which  it  is  fuiiable  that  ChriftianS 
Ihould  comfort  one  another  on  all  fimilar  occafions. 
The  occalion  was  the  lofs  of  dear  chriftian  friends. 
With  fuch,  my  brethren,  we  have  been  called  to  part 
from  time  to  time.  And  having  now  before  us  the  re- 
mains  of  a  dear  and  rtfyeAed  lifter,,  it  may  be  feafona- 
able  to  turn  our  attention  to  tke  conloiation  which  thr 
golpcl  affords  in  fuch  cafes* 

To  the  mourning  ThefTilonians,  our  great  and  be^* 
laved  apoftle  writes  thus,  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  Br 
ignorant  Bretbrenj  concerning  them  which  are  ajleepj  that 
ye  forrow  not  even- as  others  which  have  no  hope.  Here 
you  will  obferve  in  what  confoling  terms  he  fpeaks  of 
the  ftate  of  departed  believers.  He  doth  not  fpeak  of 
them  as  in  a  ftate  of  death,  but  as  afleep.  Having  ac- 
complilhed  as  an  hireling  their  day,,  having  gone  thro' 
the  labor  and  toil  appointed  them,  they  have  gone  to 
reft.  The  grave  is  indeed  a  cold  bed,  but  Jefus,  bf 
liaving  laia  in  it  himfelf,  hath  rendered  it  comfortable 
to  all  his  people.  Now  concerning,  fuch,  faith  the  apof- 
tle, r  would  not  have  you  ignorant.  1  would  have  you 
know  and  underftand  what  this  ftate  is  and  take  the 
comfort  of  it.     They  are  not  dead,  they  arc  only  afleep. 
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and  of  courfe  will  wake  up  in  God's  due  time.  Sor- 
fbv/ not  therefore  as  others  who  hav-  no  hope.  Ths 
heathen,  to  whorri  the  life  and  immortality  brought  tq 
light  in  the  gofpel  are  unkno^^na  ^nd  others  who  have 
lip  hope,  may  forrow  abi^ndantlvo  it  ■cannot  otherways 
be  expcJIed.  But  Chriftians,  hovvf:ver  their  natural  af- 
fedions  rqay  ^e  movedj  have  an  unfaiiing  (oufce  of  ^on- 
(olatloa* 

There  are  many  confiderations  which  with  the  great" 
eft    propriety,  may  mA  o.yg^it  to   afTuage  Eheir   grief. 

For  (to  proceed  in  the  words  of  the  apoille)i/^/i^- 
ikve  thai  Jesus  died  and  rqff  cgain,  evm  Ja  them,  alja 
ivbiehjijsep  in  J5sus  mill  God  brin^^  vsiih  htm.  Here  lbs 
eftatc  of  departed  believers  is  Ipbken  of  in  terms  ftill 
more  comfortable.  In  fhe  former  verfe  the  apoRie 
ipoke  of  their  being  afleep,  in  this  he  cit'fciib.es;  them  ^% 
fleepiijg  in  Jesus,  Since  by  tl>e  covenant  of  grace  they 
are  (till  united  to  him  as  m.embers  ©f  his  myfiical  body, 
even,  while  they  be  mouldering  in  the  duft,  he  coniiders 
thenaas  yet  were  infolded  in  his   arms. 

TflE  conMeration  of  their  flecping  in  Jesu§  muft 
afford  confolation  inexprcfFibly  fwect.  Surely  they  rauft 
|iavc  a  fafe  and,  comfortable  lodging  whole  weary  limbs. 
^re  repofed  ia  the  arms  of  the  S.aviour.  This  is  fppken 
with  Ecference  to  their  bodies.  Such  care  is  taken  of 
t^ofe  clay  tabernacles  in  which  they  pecformed  their  Jer- 
vWe  for  Chrift.  As  to  their  fpiriis  they  are  now  v/itfi 
JesijSo  No  fooner  are  they  abfent  frorn  th^  body  than,, 
they  are  prefbnt  witb  the  Lord,  Being  once  feparaied 
£rom  this  body  they  are  forever  freed  from  ail  fin. 
They  are  made  conipleatly  holy  and  thus  they  are  qual- 
ified to  enter  the  immediate  and  glorious  prefence  of  a 
thrice  hoiy  God.  With  him  they  muft  be  happy  for 
%t  is  their  life.  They  love  hiiT>  above  their  dearef^ 
i^ihXy  friends,     pe  is  more   to  ihcm    than  all  created 
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objefls.  They  love  their  brethren  and  fiflers,  near  e€V 
latives  and  friends ;  they  love  the  holy  angels,  they  love 
ail  the  creatures  of  God  as  fuch  and  adnnire  all  his  worfea 
in  proportion  ^s  they  refped  his  glory— -But  as  no  one 
is  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  infinite  eternal,  in- 
comprehenfible  Jehovah,  and  as  their  obi igati  ons  to  all 
creatures  are  nothing  compared  with  their  obligations  to. 
their  Creator,  ixdeemer  and  Sandlifier,  lo  He  mud 
be  proportio.nably  dear  to  them.  \Y:-iiie  they  contem- 
plate his  glory  they  muft  bte  fwallowed  up  in  hiai  and, 
filled  with  joy  ineJiprefiibie. 

Hence 'how  defirable  is  their  pre fent  ftate !  If  we 
love  them  fhall  we  not  and  ought  we  not  to  fejoice^ 
that  our  lofs  is  their  unrpeakable  gain  ?  To  be  freed  from 
all  moral  evil,  being  entirely  conformed  to  the  blefled 
Qod.,  to  be  placed  above  the  reach  of  all  temptation  fo 
as  to  be  fure  of  never  doing  any  thing  again  to  dif- 
plcafe  him,  O  how  defirable  1  This  is  an  obje£l  for 
which  believers  are  driving,  laboring  zm^  prayiag  fo 
long  as  they   continue  in  the  world. 

To  join  that  pure,  that  fpotlefs.  fociety  above,  where 
tihe  exccell^nt  of  the  earth,  the  friends  of  Jesus  the  re* 
newed  and  ian6^ified,  have  been  collefting  togetiwr  'm 
all  ages  fince  Abel  firll  led  the  way;  to  fetdown  with 
AbrahaiTi.  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  6f  heaven, 
to  unite  with  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  with  the  faints 
both  of  the  old  aad  new  tef^ament,  cenfifting  of  patri- 
archs, prophets,  apoftles  martyrs  and  other  faithful  fer- 
vants  ol  the  Moft  High;  to  unit©  with  tht?m  in  that 
world  of  light,  love  and  joy,  in  celebranng  the  praifes, 
of  God  and  iheLarab,;^  how,  blcffed>  how  glorious  I 

This  we  a,re  stff^'*c4  is  the  cafe  with  our  departed 
Chriilian  friends,  for  they  have  gone  to  dwell  with 
Jesus.  This  is  implied  in  that  it  is  faid  them  aija  which 
Jleep  in  jESt/s  [wilk  God  bring  with  bim.  Oblerve,  ot^r 
Lord  will  come  again,  Oi  this  we  fhall  have  occafioij 
lo   take  more   particular   notice    hereafter.     When  he 

comes 
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comes  he  will  brin^  his  faints  with  him.  He  will  bring 
their. fpirits  from  the  world  abo<.'e,  and  he  will  bring 
their  bodies  up  from  the  grave.  We  are  warranted 
to  believe  this  glorious  truth  xjpm  the  fam- ground  that 
we  believe  that  Jesits  himfelf  died  and  role  again.  For 
Jefjs  died  and  rofe  not  as  a  private  perfo^,  but  as  the 
federal  head  and  rcprelcatativ-  of  believers.  And  bv  this 
riling  he  is.  to  bs  confi  >red  as  the  Eft  fruits  of 
them  who  deep  in  him.  When  Jcfus  rofe  from  ths 
dead,  all  believers  virtually  arofe  ia  Kim,,  fo  that  tis  cer- 
tain  ihcy  will    afbually  arife^ 

The  doctrine  of  the  refurreflion  is  one  of  the  fun- 
damental and  glorious  do6lrines  of  chegofpcl.  By  it  we 
arc  afTured  that  there  is  a  future  ftate,  that  the  foul  exr 
ifts  in  that  ftate  when  fepa-ated  from  the  body,  and  that 
the  body  itfelf  will  remain  in  the  duft  bui  for  a  feafon. 
The  fame  apoftie  in  the  firft  epiftls  to  the  Corinthians 
treating  on  thi^  fubje-il  obfervps,  it  is  Jown  in  corrupt 
tion,  it  israifed  in  incorrupiion :  it  is  /own  in  dijb^n"ry 
it  is  is  raifed  in  gk^y :  it  is  fown  in  weaknefs  it  is  raifed' 
inpoixar  :  it  is  fown  a  natitrai  body,  it  is  rai/ifd  a  /piritual 
body.  So  wonderful,  lo  finking  is  the  contraft  between^ 
the  body  of  rhe  believer  when  laid  in  the  grave  andt: 
v/hen  raifed  up  ac  the  lall  day. 

WHE^f  our  Lird  fhall  come  in  his  glory,  however 
there  may  be  at  that  time  millions  of  faints  alive  on  the 
earth,  ready  to  hall  the  joyful  day  yet  he  will  not  be  un- 
mindful of  fh?m  who  deep  in  him.  For  (addeth  the 
apoftle  this  "me  fay  unto  you  by  ibe  word  of  thd  LordjhaP 
%vs  which  ars  alive  and' remain  until  the  coming  of  the 
L9rd  Jball  not  prevent  ihem;  mhich  arcajlgsp.  Then  hs 
proceeds  to  give  lome  brief  account  of  his  glorious  de- 
fcenc  For  the  Lord  himfelf  jh all  defce.nd  from  heaven- 
with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  with' 
the  trump  of  God  :,  and  the  dead  in.Chrifl  fixall  ari/e.firff. 
Whenever  theinfpired  writers  have  occafion  to  fpcak  of 
this  event,  it  is  in  the  mod,  grand  and  majeftic  terms. 
Enoch  the  ieveath.  from  Adam  propheficd  laying,  Bs^ 

hold. 
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Isold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  ihoufand  of  his  faint  s^  &c, 
Daniel  af:er  fpcaking  of  the  kingdom  of  this  world  de- 
clares  laying,  I  beheld  till  the  thrtnes  were  cojl  dawn  and 
the  Antient  of  days    did  fit,  whcfe  garment  was  white  as 
(now,    and  the   hatr  of  his  head  like  the  fure  wool  i  his 
throne  was  like  the  fiery  flames  and  his  wheels  as  burning 
fite,     A  fiery  fir  earn  ifjued  and  came  forth,  from  bejore 
him :    thoufand    times    ten   thoufand  food  before    him : 
the  judgment    was   let    and    the    books    were    opened. 
In  the  Evangelifts  he  is  defcribcd  as  ccmirg  in  his  own 
glory,  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  and  of  the  holy   angels, 
who  are  all  to  attend  him  on  the  great  occafion.     When 
he  triumphantly  afcendcd   into  heaven  in  prefence  of  his 
difciplcs    who   flood    gazing   after   him,  two  angels  de- 
clared faying,  7his  fame  Jefus  who  is  taken  up  from  ycu 
into  heaven^  jh till  jo  come  in  like  manner  as ^ou  bavefeen 
him  go   into   heaven  !  Paul  in    his  fecond  epiftle  to  the 
Theffalonians   declares   faying,  the  Lord  Jefus  Jkall  be 
revealed  from  heaven,   with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming 
fire  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  knew  not  God,  and  that 
ebey  not  the  go/pel  of  cur  Lord  Jefus  Chri/i :  who   [hall  be 
funifioed  with  everlafting  detlru£ficn  from    the  frejence  of 
the  Lord,  snd  from  the  glory  of  his  power;  when  he  jkall 
lometo  be  glcrified  in  his  faints,  and  to   be  admired  in  all 
Shem  that  believe.     Peter  (peaks  of  ihefe  vifiblc  heavens 
and  earth  as  kept  in  (lore,  rcferved   unto   fire   to  grace 
the  folemnity  of  that  awful  day.     John  in  the  revclationt 
declares  faying,  Behold  be  cometh  with  clouds  :  and   every 
tye  JJjall  fee  him  :  and  they  who  pierced  him  :  and  all  ths- 
kindreds  of  the  earth  (hall  wail  because  oj  him. 

From  ihefe  and  firoilar  rcprefentations  wc  arc  led  to 
conclude  that  the  fecond  coming  of  our  Lord,  will  fornn 
a  moft  ftriking  and  glorious  contraft  with  his  firft  com- 
ing, which  was  in  a  ftill  filent  manner,  attended  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  aftonifhing humiliation.  His  fecond  coming 
will  be  with  a  (hout  of  joy,  triunnph  and  glory.  Whe- 
ther this  fhouc  will  be  diftinft  from  the  voice  of  the 
©fch- angel  and  ihe  trump  of  God,  perhaps  we    cannot 
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pcfiitivety  determine.  From  the  manner  In  which  it  Is 
mentioned  we  fhouid  be  led  to  fuppofe  it  would  bcfomc- 
thuig  diftindl.  Perhaps  it  v/iU  be  with  thunderings 
fimilar  to  thofe  on  mount  Sinai  ^'»hen  the  law  was  giveoj 
only  ten  thoufand  times  more  swful  9nd  msjcrtic.  Or 
perhaps  it  vvincorfift  of  the  united  voice  of  the  myriads 
of  hoiy  angels  arid  the  fpirits  of  joft  men  mads  perfefti 
fhouting  for  joy  that  the  great  day  is  comej  in  which  al! 
the  enemies  of  God  and  his  people  are  <o  be  overthrown 
and  vanquifhed  forever,  and  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb 
to  be  celebrated.  This  triumphant  Ihcut  will  probably 
give  the  firft  intimation  of  the  coming  of  tht  Lord  to  the 
inhabitan's  of  earth  and  hell*  Thenj  we  are  led  to  con- 
clude from  the  account,  the  ifch  angel  will  make  pro- 
tlamation,  that  the  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  come.  Them 
the  trumpet  win  found,  wh^^jh  will  be  heard  thro  the' 
remote  cornets  of  the  earth,  cj.id  the  deep  cavern  of  hell 
beneath,  fummoning  the  inhabitants  of  both  worlds  to 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  ihe  judge* 

Jndihe  dead  in  €hriB  ildl  rlje  S'-fi  i  t^at  is  they  fhall 
rife  before  the  wonderful  change  equivalent  to  death  and 
the  rcfurreftionj  will  be  wrdt  on  the  living  faints*  The 
number  of  faints  who  will  then  be  alive  on  thcearth,  will 
probably  be  very  great,  and  they  will  never  die,  but  they 
will  undergo  a  change  putting  them  into  the  fame  ftate 
witbthofe  who  fball  be  raifed.  Jhis  aftonifhing  and  glo-* 
rious  change,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  will  be  wro'c 
upon  them  in  a  momiCnt,  in  the  twirkling  of  an  eye. 
But  prfviousto  this  the  faims  who  are  fleepmg  in  Jefus 
iball  bg  awaked* 

Then  (addeth  the  apoftle)  we  which  are  alive  and  re" 
mainjhali  be  cought  up  together  with  them  in  the  (Icuds^  to 
ineet  the  Lord  in  the  air  5  and  fo  pall  we  ever  be  with 
the  Lard*  It  feems  our  Lordj  with  his  glorious  retinue, 
ivill  not  come  quite  down  to  the  darth,  but  will  erei6t  his 
throne  in  the  middle  of  the  region  of  the  air.  Then  the 
Heiiping  faints  being  railed  and  the  living  changed,  the 

whole 
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whole  like  one  immenfe  cloud  blazing  with  glories^ 
will  afcend  in  triunrtph  j  and  after  attending  with  hini 
on  the  folennn  procefs  of  the  general  and  final  judg- 
ment, they  will  go  up  with  him  to  Paradife,  and  take 
poffeffion  of  thofe  blilsful  nnanfions  which  he  is  now 
preparing  for  them.  And  fo  (hall  they  be  ever  with 
the  Lord.  They  fhal!  be  with  the  Lord,  that  infi- 
hately  amiable  and  moft  glorious  being  in  whofe  pre- 
fence  there  is  fulinefs  of  joy  and  ac  whofe  right  hand 
there  are  pleafures  forevermore.  So  fhall  they  be 
ever  vpith  him,  in  a  ftate  of  triumphant  joy.  They 
fhall  bsever  with  him.  Millions  of  millions  of  ages 
fhall  bring  them  nonigher  the  end  of  their  felicity,  for 
an  end  there  fhall  never  be.  So  long  as  their  glorious 
Lord  liveSj  they  fhall  live  and  be  happy  in  him. 

Then  dear  Chriflian  friends  will  be  perfedly  bnie- 
Ed  in  one  moft  amiable  and  glorious  fociety,  never  to  bs 
feperated.  It  will  confifl  of  many  millions,  a  great 
multitude  which  no  man  can  number,  gathered  out  of 
every  kindred  and  nation  and  tongue.  Each  will  be 
compleac  in  the  irtiage  of  God,  and  be  everlaftingly  fa- 
tisficd  with  his  glorious  likenefs.-  There,  near  and  dear 
relatives  and  friendsj  who  united  in  the  fear,  love,wor- 
Ihip  and  fervice  of  the  lariie  glorious  God  and  Saviour, 
hufbands  and  v^ives,  parents  and  childrenj  brethren  and 
iifters  and  other  kindred  fouls  whofe  hearts  were  one, 
and  efpecially,fpiritualfaithers  and  their  fpiritual  and 
beft  beloved  children ;  will  all  meet  together,  behold 
each  other  with  affarance  of  fpending  a  bleffedj  and 
glorious  immiorcaliiy  together  f 

There  they  will  have  opportunity  to  extend  their 
acquaintance  thoughout  all  the  heavenly  regions  and 
learn  form  each  others  lips,>  from  Abel  dbwnvs'ard  till 
the  laft  chofcn  velTels  were  gathered  in,  the  various 
dealings  of  Divine  providence,an'd  the  particalarmesci 
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which  they  were  feverally  wro't  upon  and  bro't  fafe* 
ly  home  to  glory.  Feeling  deeply  interefted  in  each 
others  concerns,  they  will  recoUeft  and  relate  their 
refpedivc  hiftorics,  the  joys  and  the  forrows  of  their 
pilgriQiage  with  inftru(Elive  enteriainnnent.  Each  one 
by  loving  the  bleiTed  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  by 
Jovihg  his  neighbour  as  hinnfelf,  as  far  as  his  capacity 
can  extend,  will  embofom  the  hapinels  of  the  whole. 
The  pureft  benevolence  will  then  fill  every  heart,  the 
law  of  fincerity  and  kindnefs  will  ruleevery  tongue, 
and  the  nnoft  endearing  and  friendly  offices  be  per- 
formed forever. 

These  are  the  words  with  which  the  great  apoftle, 
whofe  heart  melted  wiih  the  kindeft  affedions,  exhort- 
ed affli(^ed  believers  to  comfort  one  another.  And 
truly  what  words  can  be  fuller  of  confolation  ?  Do  we 
mourn  the  lofs  of  a  near  chriftian  friend, who  was  bons 
of  our  bone  and  flefh  of  our  flefh,  and  not  only  fo, 
but  one  fpirit  with  us  ;  what  fweet  and  fatisfying  con- 
folaiion  mud  tc  afford,  that  fuch  lleep  in  Jefus.  Re- 
leafed  from  the  troubles  and  labors  of  this  life,  fweet- 
ly  compofed  to  reft  in  the  arms  of  their  Saviour,  can 
we  be  fo  lelfilli  as  to  wifh  them  back  again  ?  If  that 
body  which  was  fo  nearly  allied  to  us  was  very  dear 
to  us,  let  us  confider,  that  if  is  much  dearer  to  Jefus* 
Theduft  of  his  faints  is  precious  in  his  fight,  and  he 
will  raife  it  up  at  the  laft  day.  That  body  which  was 
employed  in  his  fcrvice,  which  was  fpent  in  doing  and 
fuffering  his  will  fhall  be  raifed  up  and  glorified  with 
him.  Having  been  kept  under  and  bro't  into  fub- 
jedion,  agreeably  to  his  example  and  the  felf  deny- 
ing piecepts  of  his  gofpel,  it  (hall  be  everlaftingly 
rcfrefhed  with  the  moft  delightful  fenfations. 

Do   wc  mourn  the  Ids  of  their  fociety  ?— We  majr 
Hill  have  fcllowlhip  with  them  in  the  love,  the  wor« 
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Siipand  fervicCjOf  the  fame  glorious  God  and  Saviour* 
And  the  we  cannot  converfe  with  ihem  in  the  iame 
form  as  heretofore,  yet  let  us  rejoice  that  they  are  con- 
verfant  with  the  fpiriis  of  juft  men  made  perfect.  Let 
U8  prepare  to  follow,  and  know  that  it  will  be  but  a 
few  days  before  we  (haii  meet  them  never  to  be  feper- 
ated.  Believers  are  all  travelling  the  fame  road,  and 
they  will  all  meet  within  a  few  hours  of  each  other,  in 
ihe  fame  happy  manfions.  I  nftead  therefore  of  moarn- 
ing  over  the  dead,  would  it  not  be  wifer  to  fet  one's 
houfe  in  order,  to  gird  up  the  loins,  to  trim  the  lamp 
and  he  in  a<5lual  readineli   to  follow  ? 

But  it  is  time  that  I  pay  fome  more  particular  ac° 
tcntion  to  the  folemn  occari  m  which  hathcaUed  us  to- 
gether. Thcremains  of  a  very  worthy  member  of  this^ 
church  and  focicty  are  now  before  us.  We  doubt  noc 
Ihe  was  oneofthofe,  with  refped  to  whom,  the  un- 
fpeakable  confolation  in  the  text,  applies,.  Early  ita. 
life,  in  the  fweet  bloom  of  youth,  (he  remembered  her 
Creator  and  hopefuUv  made  choice  of  that  good  pare 
which  fhall  never  be  taken  away,  Hcrconverfion  was 
attended  with  fuch  G)und  convidion,  fuch  clear  and 
comfortable  diftoveries,  that  (he  was  none  at  a  lofs  with 
refped  to  the  tirne,or  known  by  her  moft  intimate  ac- 
quaintance to  call  it  in  queftioOo  After  thofe  painfull 
and  diftredlng  exercifes  which  areufual  in  fuch  cafes, 
light  broke  ia  upon  her  mind  with  great  clearnefsj 
and  (he  was  bleffed  with  fuch  a  foretafte  of  thofe  joys 
with  which  we  trud  (he  is  now  filled,  that  for  a  con- 
iiderable  time  (he  feemed  to  live  in  the  (uburbs  of  the 
New  Jerulalem.  Her  after  life  gave  diftinguifaed 
evidence  that  her  fuppoied  converfion  was  no:  a  dc- 
Jufion  but  a  glorious  reality.  Her  acquaintance  and 
friends  can  all  teftify  that  (he  adorned  the  chriftiara 
profefTion.  She  fo  appeared  to  love  religion,  and  was 
fo  bleffed  in  the  family  Ihe  reared  up,  chat  ihe  wascn^ 
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{itled  to  the  honorable   appellation   of  a  mother  In. 
Ifrael. 

Charity  was  a  diftinguifhed  trait  in  her  amiable 
charadler.  Following  the  direftions  of  rhe  apollle 
JameSjfhe  did  noc  content  herfelf  with  fayiaj^  to  the 
poor  and  needy,  Be  ye  warmed  and  be  ye  cloihed,  but 
with  a  feeling  hearc  and  a  liberal  hand^gave  thofe  things 
which  were  needful.  Objects  of  charity  in  her,  will 
mourn  the  lofs  of  a  kind  benefactor.  All  her  Chriftifn 
/riends  will  rriourn  the  lofs  of  one  whofe  houfe  and 
V^'hofe  heart  were  ever  open  to  receive  them  and  whofc 
conyerfation  was  pleafiiig  and  e4^fying^. 

But  the  bereaved  and  afflicled  partner  and  children 
of  the  deceafed,  muft  moft  fenfibly  feel  their  lofs. 
It  having  pleafed  Godj^  relpe^ied  Sir,  to  remove 
from  you  your  lover  and  friend,  you  will  not  fail 
with  deep  attention  to  notice  his  hand.  Some  time 
mufi  probably  elapfe  before  you  will  fuily  know  the 
grcamefs  of  your  lofs.  To  you,  the  world  is  emptied 
of  one  o(  its  choiceft  inhabitants^  fo  that  you  will  find 
yourfelf  alone  as  you  never  have  expericenctd  before. 
Your  bofom  friend  and  companioOj  with  whom  you 
look  fweet  counfel  in  all  the  concerns  of  the  prefenc 
and  a  future  life.,  will  be  fought  in  vain  in  thole 
places  which  once  knew  herj  but  will  henceforth  know 
htr  no  more. 

In  your  folltary  affl,  6led  ftate,  may  you  find  roore 
loom  in  your  heart  ifor  the  blelTed  God,  enjoy  more 
of  his  life  giving  prefence  j  and  when  the  greateft 
ilream  of  your  earthlv  comforts  is  clean  dried  up^^niay 
you  be  bleffed  with  a  (ulicr  participation  of  the  un- 
^adixig   fountain. 

l^u,  ycmr  grciit   afliiclion  you  have  fuch  abundant 
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confblation  that  you  wiil  be  in  no  danger  I  truft,  of 
fainting  under  this  righteous  rebuke.  From  the  love 
you  bear  your  dear  departed  friend  you  will  rejoice 
ihat  her  gain  is  in  proportiori  to  your  own  lofs.  The 
fatisfadtory  evidence  v/hich  a  long  and  moft  intimate 
£cquaintance  muft  afford  you,  that  your  beloved  part- 
ner now  fleeps  in  Jefus,  and  that  her  immortal  fpirit 
is  glorifitrd  with  his  beafific  prefence,  much  fweeten 
your  bitter  cup  and  mingle  a  predominant  joy  with 
your  grief.  It  will  of  courfe  mount  up  your  thoughts 
more  frequently  and  more  intenfely  to  that  world  of 
unmixed  delight,  where  all  the  fandlified,  all  the 
fpirituaiiy  amiable,  all  the  redeemed  of  our  Lord,  are 
collefting  tqgetherj  never  t;o  be  feperated. 

You  will  not  fail  to  notke  with  lively  gratitude 
to  your  heavenly  father,  whofe  afHidive  llroke  is  now 
upon  yoi]^,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  give  you,  and  fo 
long  to  continue  unto  you,  fo,  worthy  a  companion. 
Tho  you  were  not  permitted  to  live  together  to  the 
great  age  of  youc  deceafed  parents,  yet  your  union 
hath  been  happijy  prolonged.  Having  lived  to  edu- 
cate the  children  with  which  you  are  blefled  and  to  fee 
them  all  lo  agreeably  fettled  in  the  world,  furely  you 
have  great  occafion  for  ihankfulnefs.  And  tho  your 
farthly  union  is  diffolved,  you  truft  a  Ijjiritual  union 
ftili  fubfilts  between  you  and  feveral  of  your  offspring 
never  to  be  dillblved.  In  that  you  may,  you  ought 
to  rejoice,  snd  may  it  quicken  you.  to.  have  all  things 
in  rettdincfs   to  follow. 

WixH  ths  afHi6ted  children,  having,  enjoyed  for- 
a  time  parental  tendernefs  and  Chriftian  coun- 
cil in  [he  hmz  family,  I  feel  as  tho  1  ought  fenfi;bly 
to  fymparhife.  Great  indeed  are  your  obligations, 
4^ear  and  refpeded  friends,  great  are  your  obligations, 
io   the  Father  of  mes^cieSj,  that  you  l^ayelo- long  en=», 
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joyed  fo  affeftionatc^  fo  valuable  a  friend.  The  am- 
iable, the  pious,  the  benevolent  example  ihe  hath  fee 
before  you,  the  religious  inftru6lion  (he  hath  given 
you  from  early  life,  tag<*ther  with  the  maternal  kind- 
nef&  with  which  (he  hath  ever  received  and  created^ 
you,  will  never  be  erafcd  from  yQui*  memories. 

You  are  fenfibly  affe6led  that  her  departure  proved?; 
fo  near  at  hand,  tho  you  had  litde  expeftation  but  thae 
the  diforder  with  which  ihe  was  vifiicd  would  in  the 
jfTue  prove  fatal  ;  bur  confidering  the  peculiarly  dif*. 
tre(ring  nature  o(  iha':  diforder,*  have  you  not  reafoR 
JO  be  thankful  ?  you  kaaw,  and  the  recolleftion  mu(l 
be  full  of  the  fweeielt  confolation,  that  Ihe  defired 
the  time  might  be  cut  fhorf,  and  that  (he  might  have 
a  fpiiedy  and  chearful  confidence  in  our  glorious  Re- 
deemer, it  was  her  defire,  if  it  might  confift  with  hits 
will,  that  the  time  might  be  cut  (hort,  and  that  (he: 
might  have  a  fpeedy  and  eafy  pafljige.  Inthefe  re- 
ipedi  (he  was  gratified! 

Tho  clothed  with  mournful  attire  and  affefted  with, 
the  afpedl  of  each  o- hers  grief,  you  will  not  fail  to 
comfort  one  another  with  ihofe  precious  confoling 
words  referred  to  in  the  text.  May  you  each  pofTefs  a 
happy  portion  cf  the  fpirit,  which  eflentially  confti- 
tutes  a  Chrillian,  and  follow  her  whcreinfoever  (hs 
followed  Chrift.  United  with  the  Divine  Redeemer 
and  all  his,  may  you  be  prepared  to  follow,  and  be 
fure  to  meet  where  dear  Chriftian  friends  wiU  no  more- 
be  feperated. 

And  may  othernear  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
deceafed  be  wife  to  profit  by  this  affiidlive  providence. 
Your  dear  filler  and  friend  being  removed  into  the 
world  of  fpirits,  give  all  diligence  chat  in  like  manner. 

*  A  Cancer   in  ihe  hreajit^ 
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you  may  welcome  the  fummcns,  and  make  as  Jiappf 
an  exchange  as  we  iruft  by  the  grace  of  God  Ihe  hitth 
made* 

And  now  my  brethren,  fuch  being  the  confola- 
lion  of  the  gofpel  how  great  are  our  obligations  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  it  is  all  treafurcd  up^ 
and  thro  whofc  blood  and  interceffion  it  is  opened  to 
us?  Such  indeed  are  our  obligations  to  him  as  they 
are  not:  and  cannot  pofTibly  be  to  any  creature^  nor 
to  all  creatures  put  together.  As  in  his  own  Divine 
perfon  he  infinitely  excels  all  creatures,  fo  in  his  re- 
iation  to  us  he  is  nearer  and  ought  to  be  dearer  thau 
*any  creature,  yea  dearer   than  ©ur  own  lives. 

LEf  us  therefore  acquiefce  in  his  holy  will  in  all 
things,  and  be  devoted  to  his  fervice  wi'ihout  the  leaJt 
telerve.  For  ail  which  we  can  do  and  all  which  we 
may  be  called  tb  fuffcr  for  his  fake,will  not  be  worthy 
to  be  mentioned  in  companion  wiih  what  he  hath 
done  and  (ufFered  for  us.  As  we  love  our  Chriftian 
friends,  as  we  peculiarly  love  all  who  love  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity,  how  great  are  our  obligations 
to  him,  and  how  ought  we  to  thank  and  praile  his 
name,  for  all  which  he  hath  engaged  to  do  and  which 
we  are  aflured  he  wUi  accompi  fli  ?  It  is  he  who  hath 
redeemed  us  at  the  expence  of  his  own  blood  ;  it  is 
he  who  hath  etfedually  called  us  by  his  word  and  fpi- 
rit  J  it  is  he  who  works  all  our  works  in  us  and  for 
us.  How  many  precious  immortal  fouls  hath  he  re- 
newed and  fanftificd  and  faved,  who  are  now  rejoic- 
ing in  his  prefencc,  while  their  bodies  fweetly  fleep 
in  the  duft,  being  united  unto  him.  What  a  blefied 
retinue  of  holy  fpirits  will  attend  him  when  he  comes 
in  the  great  day  ;  and  what  bleffed  numbers  will  then 
be  aiive  oa  the  earth  tQ  hail  his  approach  I  What  ats 
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eternal  inconceivable  weight  of  glory  will  the  church, 
his  fair  bride,  fuftain  !  O  what  eVcrlafting  fprinps 
bf  confolatidn  are  contained  in  the  gofpel,  and  ho-^ 
is  every  defire  ot  the  benevolent  heart  prevented  by 
the  loving  kindnefs  ofjelusl 

To  conclude,  finc^  the  gofpel  contains  fiich  un- 
fpeakable  confolationj  let  all  the  fons  and  daughters 
ofafflidion,  apply  thefnfdves  to  this  folintain.  And 
fincc  the  gofpel  reveals  fuch  unfpeakable,  fubftantial 
and  glorious  joys,  let  evefy  child  of  mortality  become 
^vife  and  feek  bappinefs  where  it  is  to  be  found.  Lei 
him  fay  from  the  heatt 

f'  Now  I  ferhid  my  carnal  hops^  * 

"  My  jcnd  defires   recall^ 

"  1  give  my  mortal  intereji  Up 

*=«  And  make  my  GOD  my  «//," 
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